Status of the World’s
Capture Fisheries
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.M. Garcia and C. Newton of the
FAO Fisheries Department have pro-
duced a critical review of the situa-
tion and its causes and effects, which
was presented to the Conference on Fish-
eries Management: Global Aspects,
Seattle in June 1994.
Here are some of the highlights, quoted
from their paper.

o The upper limit of fisheries on con-
ventional {marine) species may (have
been) reached.

o The world fish supply is increas-
ingly relying on low value species,
characterized by large fluctuations
in year to year productivity, hid-
ing the slow but steady degrada-
tion of the demersal high value re-
sources.

¢ The overall availability of fishery
products per caput started to de-
crease in 1970 and the gap is in-
creasing rapidly.

o ...69% of the stocks and stock ag-
gregates for which assessments were
available in FAO, are considered
either fully exploited, overfished,
depleted or slowly recovering from
depletion.

o A substantial lowering of the cost
of production could be obtained by
making more efficient use of arfisanal
fisheries.

o ...if developed countries continue
to export theirexcess fleet capac-
ity to the developing world, the {fish-
eries) system can only continve to
degradate while fisheries will in-
crease further the debt of the de-
veloping world.

22

characterize mod-
ern fisheries. While
stressing that the
conclusions of
such a global as-
sessment should be
taken with caution,
it appears that the
current world fleet
cost per GRT (ves-
sel tonnage) can-
not be matched by
revenues at any
level of effort, and
that simple reduc-
tion of effort will
not be sufficient
unless unit costs
are significantly
decreased and/or
fish prices are in-
creased, respec-
tively by 40% and
70%, at present
fishing regimes.
Finally, the pa-
per discusses man-
agement issues,
noting that the nu-
merous national
and regional stock
assessments done
in past years have,
for the most part,

account of envird
i fisheries. It presents a bioeconomic
Model for world fisheries underlining
the overcapacity and subsidy issues that

gbally and
ncludes a
ental impacts
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be published in a forthcoming FAO Tech-
nical Paper.
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Total landings by developed and developing countries (1970-92) In
percentage of the world total.
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