
How to integrate  the Cross-
cutting themes in planning 

Learn how to determine the OECD relevance of the 
cross-cutting themes  for each Output in MEL 



Go to mel.cgiar.org and login to your account

Use your email and password to login

Click on «Forgot password?» if you need to change your credentials
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Before you start
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Remember that:

1) Only cluster leaders  and product co-leaders, output responsible and 
co-responsible can provide/review the  information under Actions for 
the Outputs. 

The “Edit OECD Relevance” button will only appear in their pages.

2) It is Output leaders and co-leaders who have the responsibility to 
review the information related to the outputs under their responsibility, 
ensuring accuracy  and completeness for each of the of information 
under Actions. 
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Click on the Planning menu and select the framework
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If you have the right and you want to create a new output, select the related 
Activity/Product and click on «Manage»

You may select CRP, Center or Projects depending on the framework under which 
you have to create/edit your output. This case refers to the CRP framework.
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Select the «Output» tab and click on «OECD 
Relevance»

5
Provide the necessary information to define the  dimension of the cross-cutting
themes for the output and then Save.
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Guidance Sheet
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Use this table as a reference in establishing the markers for each of the outputs, in 
consultation with the cross-cutting themes leaders. 
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CGIAR	cross-cutting	marker		2-1-0 Definition Checklist

CGIAR	cross-cutting	marker	2	- as	
a	principal	objective

Principal	objective:	The	milestone	directly	
aims	at	advancing	gender	equality/	youth/	
CapDev/	CC;	it	would	not	have	been	
implemented	without	that	objective.

● Is	the	main	and	explicit	objective	of	the	milestones	to	promote	gender	equality/	youth/	CapDev/	
CC?

● Is	gender	equality/	youth/	CapDev/	CC	fundamental	in	the	design	of	the	milestone?
● Are	the	expected	results	of	the	milestone	to	promote	gender	equality/	youth/	CapDev/	CC?

CGIAR	cross-cutting	marker	1	- as	
a	significant	objective

Significant	objective:	The	milestone	partly	
aims	at	advancing	gender	equality/	youth/	
CapDev/	CC;	however,	it	would	have	been	
implemented	even	without	that	objective.
Note	that	disaggregation	of	results	by	
gender	or	youth	is	necessary	but	not	
sufficient for	allocating	a	score	of	1.

To	distinguish	from	a	score	of	0	(Not	Targeted)	the	answer	to	ALL	of	the	following	questions	should	be	YES
● Is	gender	equality/	youth/	CapDev/	CC	relevant	and	important	in	achieving	the	expected	

milestone?
● Is	there	(or	will	there	be)	any	work	managed	by	CGIAR	or	partners	which	significantly	addresses	

issues	of	[gender/youth/	capdev/Climate	Action]	as	part	of	achieving	this	milestone?
● Is	there	or	will	there	be	clearly	recorded	information	on	capacity	development/climate	action	

activities	and	results	related	to	this	milestone?
● For	gender	and	youth:	is	all	relevant	data	disaggregated?

CGIAR	cross-cutting	marker	0	-
Not	targeted	to	gender	equality/	
youth/	CapDev/	CC

Not	targeted:	The	milestone	does	not	
target	for	that	objective.		This	does	not	
mean	that	it	is	completely	irrelevant	– for	
example	you	may	still	disaggregate	results	
by	gender.

The	milestones	has	been	screened	against	but	found	not	to	target	the	gender	equality/	youth/	CapDev/	CC	
objective	(answer	of	NO	to	one	or	more	questions	above).	

N/A	- not	applicable Not	applicable:	specific	upstream	technical	
areas.			

Is	this	a	highly	technical	area	where	the	markers	are	not	directly	relevant	(for	example	a	tool	for	measuring	a	
particular	genetic	marker)?		
Carefully	consider	before	allocating	a	score	of	N/A	whether	the	milestone	is	truly	‘free	of	social	issues’.		For	
example,	screening	germplasm	can	be	gender	blind	or	gender-sensitive.

Source:	Adapted	from	SIDA	toolkit	on	OECD	gender	policy	marker

Other Sources: Handbook on the OECD-DAC Gender Equality Policy Marker. 



For more detailed information on how to 
use MEL please use the online guide 

You need support?
Chat with us         or send us and email

Thanks for using MEL
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