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CGIAR and WorldFish Policies



Just to be clear



Primary data – data that was directly produced by an 
experimental or observational  procedure.

Information Products: When data is processed we get 
information. 



Information Products

• peer-reviewed journal articles

• reports and other papers

• books and book chapters

• data and databases

• data collection and analysis tools (e.g. models and survey tools); 

• video, audio and images; 

• computer software and web services (e.g. data portals, modelling on-
line platforms); 



Open Access: The immediate, irrevocable, unrestricted 
and free online access by any user worldwide to 
information products, and unrestricted re-use of content 
(which could be restricted to non-commercial use and/or 
granted subject to appropriate licences in line with the 
CGIAR IA Principles), subject to proper attribution. 



WHY?



Openness of:
• Research Outputs
• Research Process





Information Entropy (Michener et al. 1997)



Privacy – Information that identifies an individual

Security – Release of data will cause threats to 
someone or something

Confidentiality – Information that should not be shared

Exceptions to Openness



Types of Information Products Policy Deposit Schedule (from October 2, 2018)

Peer-reviewed versions of journal articles Latest: 6 months from publication 

Self-published journals, books, reports etc. Self-published materials not currently addressed in the  Policy

Reports and other papers Latest: within 3 months of completion

Externally or commercially published books and 
book chapters

Latest: within 6 months of completion

Data and data sets Latest: within 12 months of appropriate project milestone
within 6 months of publication of products underpinned by that data

Video, audio, scientific images, Photographs Latest: within 3 months of completion

Computer software/applications/code Upon completion of software development

Metadata Latest: before or on publication of the information product

Core/corporate governance documents appropriate 
for public consumption 

As per ‘reports’ category of Information Product  (Core/corporate 
governance documents  not currently addressed separately in the Policy)

OA-DM Policy Sharing Timelines



MEL Platform

• All information products are to be reported via MEL

• Shows evidence of an output 

• The information products will de deposited to the institutions 
publication repository DSpace

• Has the harvesting option 



WorldFish Institutional Publishing

Recommended repositories for information products

Type Repository

Data Dataverse

Open Science Framework

Journal articles DSpace

Images Flickr

Videos YouTube

Presentations DSpace; SlideShare

Corporate documents DSpace (External)

OCS (Internal)

FishNet (Internal)



Data repo-
Dataverse

https://dataverse.harvard.edu/dataverse/worldfish







Proper data citation



Publication repo-
DSpace

https://digitalarchive.worldfishcenter.org/



Copyright 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/



Platforms

Should be geared towards archiving and sharing data:

• Recommended Metadata Standards e.g. Dublin Core

• Data Reformatting 

• Data Preservation – e.g. LOCKSS system (peer to peer replication)

• Data Subsetting

• Interoperability e.g. Data Harvesting (OAI-PMH) Compliant

• Authentication and access control

• Usage Statistics



Workflow for depositing IP









Quality checks

What we look for:

• All metadata fields are filled 

• Proper application of licenses

• Proper information product classification

• First level look at the files

• Check on confidentiality etc



Reporting deliverables to MEL

Exercise



For further reading 

• WorldFish Research Data and Open Access policy

• CGIAR Open Access and Data Policy 

• WorldFish Research Data and Open Access policy FAQs

• Research Data Management for projects

• Setting up an account on Dataverse 

https://cgiar.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/WorldFish/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B8C06BF19-5E4F-4573-A543-E7BE59BA2693%7D&file=Research%20Data%20Management%20and%20Open%20Access-Policy.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true
https://cgspace.cgiar.org/bitstream/handle/10947/4488/Open%20Access%20Data%20Management%20Policy.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
https://cgiar.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/FISHOperations/Eb58zkdZ2LxCll0-pTWuYJwBjpPh8sHTj1BGpmr9hxFjGA?e=dST9r8
https://cgiar.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/FISHOperations/ERwN4ut4OgNEj1sV1p_UDIQBkFyd8-uXNp08a_sT6Imr7Q?e=ILPfr3
https://cgiar.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/FISHOperations/ESb9QQNJalFApo1yamNRtLgBVHDJ0CxgOIxrv7QjNYJGrw?e=a4l79n


If you have any question/need clarification:

• Send email to J.Muliro@cgiar.org

• Follow me on twitter - @chaudj

Thank you!

mailto:J.Muliro@cgiar.org
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