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Introduction

WorldFish 

Our goal is to reduce poverty and hunger by improving 
fisheries and aquaculture



WorldFish Research Programs

Crosscutting 

themes
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Change

Gender



Where We Work



WorldFish Data Streams

Social-Economic Data

Geo-spatial Data

Fish Disease Data

Nutrition Data

Catch Data

Fish Health Data

Genetics Data Fish Breeding Data



Open Access and Data Management 



Not only Open but FAIR Data

The key consideration when selecting where to publish data is to ensure that data will at the end 
adhere to the FAIR data principles.

Findable 

• unique identifier, rich metadata, indexed  

Accessible 

• Retrievable by identifier, by: standard, open, free, authenticatable protocols

Interoperable

• uses formal, shared & applicable knowledge representation, human readable/machine 
readable, FAIR vocabularies

Reusable

• Provenance, data usage license, 

domain relevance standards



Fish Ontology Working Group

• Make use of existing vocabularies and ontologies

• Address inconsistent use of terms

• Highlight gaps 

• Connect and collaborate on common interests



Steps Taken

1. Establishment of A lead centre

2. Identification of an Ontology curator and a data manager

3. Choose your objective

4. Check what ontology and vocabularies are available 
outside and in house

5. Work with the domain experts to validate the concepts, 
definition, variables

6. Check data sets and annotate

7. Work with Ontology CoP to submit to their repository



Repository Level Annotation

Dataverse

DSpace



Dataset Level Annotation



Next Steps

• Engage with more institutions working on animal research 

• Grow the Fish Ontology Working group beyond WorldFish

• Agree on annotation standards 

• Develop guidelines on setting up an ontology

• Bring in domain experts in the working group



Thank You

This work was undertaken as part of 


