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Message

It is a pleasure for me to note that a book on research output on fishing gears using in the beels
from Sunamganj Haor areas is going to be published under the initiative of the Community
Based Resource Management Project (CBRMP) of LGED and WorldFish. The project is working
on open water fisheries managementin associations with a few reputed and specialized
institutions for successful implementation of its intended objectives. The WorldFish is one of
those institutions engaged in biodiversity monitoring to make the program effective.

CBRMP inits fisheries resource management attaches appropriate priority to fish habitat
restoration and conservation and | am happy to learn that the project has largely impacted on
increased fish production, biodiversity and species diversification.

This literature is a product of sincere and rigorous effort of WorldFish under the initiative and care
of CBRMP-LGED. This document is expected to be fruitful and very effective not only for the
purposes of CBRMP, but for the use of others are working in fisheries management in haor basin
for fisheries development in a responsive manner.

I congratulate all associated with such a research-oriented effort, and hopeful in its future
continuation with more worthy productions.

Md. Wahidur Rahman
Chief Engineer
Local Government Engineering Department




Foreword

This book on fishing gears diversity of Sunamganj haor area is a product made in the view of
present fishing gears use where CBRMP works. The documentation has been made by the
WorldFish in close assistance of beel users' group members of CBRMP.

CBRMP is engaged to introduce community based fisheries management in Sunamganj haor
region. The efforts include development of fish habitat through re-excavation, establishing fish
sanctuary, promoting swamp forestry, initiating conservation campaign, and improving the
connectivity of beels. Total of 235 beels have been come under fisher community management
and has covered a total area of 4000 acres. The WorldFish, along with other few institutions, is
assisting CBRMP to carry out monitoring the activities for a responsive fisheries management.

To prepare the book has taken more than four years that started in 2008. Identifications of the
gears, a recognized and easy to understand method has been followed so that it becomes useful
to a wide cross section of people.

Prior to finalize the book rigorous reviews have been carried out in participation of local fishers,
scientists, officials from Department of Fisheries and Universities to make the book authentic in
all aspects.

This is another one of the products of the CBRMP and WorldFish nexus. We have a plan to
document more information for promoting conservation of beel fisheries resources. A close
supervision and monitoring on fish biodiversity is beingundertaken to collect datain a
comprehensive manner towards that end.

| expect that this book would give the knowledge about available fishing gears use in Sunamgan;
haor area as a whole, and the people who are involved in fisheries management in haor region
would be benefited with the information compiled in this book.

Sk.Md. Mohsin
Project Director
Community Based Resource Management Project - LGED
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Preface

This book is modest attempt at identifying fishing gears used in Sunamganj haor, especially in
areas under Community Based Resource Management Project (CBRMP). The CBRMP has
promoted community based resource management approaches that, along with their livelihoods
components, have been helping to conserve and enhance natural fish stocks in the haor basin.
The WorldFish support to LGED involves a number of areas including impact monitoring of
CBRMP on fish catch, bio-diversity, and livelihoods.

It is worthy to mention, documentation of freshwater fishing instruments in Bangladesh is very
limited, particularly of the haor area. The haor area comprised of over 500,000 ha seasonal of
water resources was once endowed with enormous fisheries resources which are exploited with
fishing gears. Various types of fishing gears (traps, nets and wounding) are used for collecting
inland capture fishery in Bangladesh; and have diversification of its size, shape and operation
procedures. Seine net, lift net, fixed engine/net, set bag net, cast net, push net, pull net, barrage
net etc are widely used in Sunamganj haor basin. Apart from these, different types of traps and
some wounding gears are used as commonly. There are couples of local names of a gearin
different local area in haor makes us confusion, so it was a hard task to identify and collect
proper information on these specific gears. To collect the data, information and still photography
we have to reach the place where fishers operating the gears, sometimes we have to stay night
in the village for photography and observe the operation techniques. The limited documentation
fishing gear in haor area has led us to compile this book in order to make information available to
fisher communities, other resource users and fisheries professionals in these areas. The book
presents a collection of gears recorded in the CBRMP project area during monitoring conducted
by the WorldFish from 2008 to 2012. The book contains a total of 63 gears found in Sunamganj
haor area. | believe that the book will be of interest to wider audiences involved in fisheries
management, research and study, and will help to support assessments of bio-diversity,
usefulness or harmfulness of its operation and preserve the gears which are being lost from
Sunamganj haor area.

Finally, | thank the researchers who contributed the compilation of this book for their hard work in
preparing this informative resource on haor fisheries, and hope that it will be employed for fishing
gear identification by scientists, researchers, students and field level workers involved in all types
of fisheries research in Bangladesh.

Dr. Craig A Meisner

Director,
WorldFish, Bangladesh and South Asia
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Methodology

A checklist of gear identification was used to collect information from the individual fisher and through group
discussion interviews and observation. Information was collected from the fishing spot during fishing was
being done in the haors, beels, haor connected canals and rivers. Most of the photographs were taken
during operation of gear. Data was colleted from the areas of Community Based Resource Management
Project area implemented by the Local Government and Engineering Division (CBRMP-LGED). The project
is implemented in all the 11 Upazilas in Sunamganj District. The Upazilas are namely Sunamganj Sadar,
South Sunamganj, Derai Upazila, Jogonnathpur Upazila, Biswamberpur Upazila, Jamalgonj Upazila,
Tahirpur Upazila, Sulla Upazila, Doara Bazar Upazila, Dharmapasha Upazila and Chatok Upazila (figure 1).

The gear indentification Book of Das and Aparesh (2000) was used to categories gears, and local name of
gears was collected from local fishers' community, DoF Sunamganjand CBRMP-LGED office. The
measurement (height, breadth, wide and mesh size) of gears is used in this book is based on field
experience and observations.

Figure 1. Data collection sites of CBRM project.
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Fishing Gears Diversity in Sunamgan;

Haor region within CBRMP's working area

Section -1
Fishing Trap

In Bangladesh people used to capture fish by traps from the ancient times.
Different kinds of traps are used in fishing and this are varies from region to region.
Fishing traps are using to trap fish. Traps are little different from other gears and
used to lock fish inside in a tricky way and then traps are hold up for collecting the
fishes. Capturing fish by using trap needs some special methods and movement of
fish is disturbed to make the fish get trapped. Sometime fish are lured with food to
get inside and an undisturbed habitat to get fish attracted into the trap. Fish enter
into the trap by entrance door but traps are made in such a way that the fish can't
get out from the trap.

Traps are divided into two types structurally and functionally:
1. Closed trap
2. Open trap

1) Closed trap

In closed trapping, once the fish enter into the trap, cannot get out of it. There are
various sizes and shapes of these traps in most cases traps are medium in size.
Generally free movement of fish is prevented by dams of grasses, soil, fence
(bana) and by nets. Naturally fish trapped inside the trap during movement. These
type of traps are use to capture small fishinthe haor areas of Sunamganj.
Bamboo sticks and threads are used as components of these traps. Closed traps
are used in this area for maintaining the livelihood of fishermen. These are box
trap, tube trap, angular trap etc. All these are explained below: One or more
entrances are there.

Box trap

Different kinds of box traps are used in Sunamganj haor area. Box traps are
generally rectangular or square in shape, made of thin bamboo sticks, thread, kata
(coconut scales) etc. In Sunamganj area bamboo, plastic sticks or nylon threads,
kot threads are used. There is a distinct path for entering into the trap. Another
path is also in the trap to get the fish out of it. Number of entrance path can differ
on the basis of trap size. Then traps are lifted up from the water to collect the
trapped fish. Different box traps of Sunamganj haor are described below:
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A(1) Kuti Chai/ Echa Chai
English name: Box Trap.
Local name: Doair, Bair.
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Description:

Kuti chai is square in size & comparatively small. Its length 9-10 inch, height 8-9 inch &
breadth 6-7 inch. Thin bamboo sticks and plastic thread are used to prepare this trap.
There is an entrance in one side of the trap with valve for the entrance of fish. In
Sunamganj, locally it is called "Bana". Fish can enter through the path but can't return
back. There is a small place in the upper corner of the trap for holding out the fish. Dams
are prepared with mud; grass etc. and traps are placed side by side within the dams in the
khal-beel and canals. During placement some portion of the trap are kept over water and
this part is kept concealed with grass, plants etc. After 8-10 hours of placement of the trap,
fish are collected from it. Fish can be captured with the trap throughout the year.

Captured fish: Small prawns are captured with this trap. Besides, Dwarf gourami, loach,
barred spiny eel, lesser spiny eel, ticto barb, golden barb, small size of climbing perch,
mola carplet, stripped dwarf cat fish, highfin glassy perchlet, indian glassy fish, elongate
glass-perchlet, pool barb etc. are captured with this.
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A(2) Icha Chai
English name: Box Trap.
Local name: Doair.
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Description:

Generally Echa chai is rectangular and small in size. Its length 1-1.5 feet, height 8-9 inch
& breadth 6-7 inch. Thin bamboo sticks and plastic thread are used to prepare this trap.
There are two entrances. There is a small place in the upper corner of the trap for holding
out the fish. These traps are placed within the dams in the shallow water of lakes and
haors. During placement a portion of the trap is kept over water and kept concealed with
grass, plants etc. After 8-10 hours of placement of the trap, fish are collected from the
trap. Fish can be captured in rainy as well as in winter season by it.

Captured fish: Small prawns, highfin glassy perchlet, indian glassy fish, elongate glass-
perchlet, ocellated pufferfish, pool barb, ticto barb, barred spiny eel, loach, stripped dwarf
cat fish, stinging catfish, stripped cat fish, tank goby, dwarf gourami etc. are captured with
this.
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A(3) Banjali/ Tin Muikha,
Trap Bair

English name: Box Trap.
Local name: Doair, Puti
Chai, Bair.
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Description:

Banjali is rectangular in shape. Its length is 1.5 feet, height is 1 foot & breadth is 5-7 inch.
Generally thin bamboo sticks and plastic thread are use for production. There is one
entrance in one side & two entrances in the opposite side with valves. There is a hole in
the corner above, for taking out the fish. These traps are placed within the dams in the
shallow water of lakes and haors. During placement a portion of the trap is kept over water
and kept concealed with grass, plants etc. After 8-10 hours of placement of the trap, fish
are collected from the trap. Fish are captured by this trap in April, May, June and also
continues September through November.

Captured fish: Mainly highfin glassy perchlet, indian glassy fish, elongate glass-perchlet,
ocellated pufferfish, pool barb, ticto barb, barred spiny eel, loach, tank goby, stripped cat
fish, lesser spiny eel, dwarf gourami etc. are captured with this.
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A(4) Sat Muikkha ——
English name: Box Trap.
Local name: Doair.
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Description:

It is rectangular in shape. Its length 3-5 feet, height 1.5-2 feet & breadth 4-6 inch.
Generally thin bamboo sticks and plastic thread are use for production. There are 3
entrances in one side & are 4 entrances in the opposite side with valves. Total 7 valves
are there, hence is the name "Sat muikkha". These entrances are on footer edge and
there is a hole in the corner above for taking out the fish. These traps are placed within the
dams in the shallow water of lakes and haors. During placement a portion of the trap is
kept over water and kept concealed with grass, plants etc. Sometimes this trap is used for
catching fish along with bamboo pole in the corners of rivers or flowing canals. Fish are
collected from the trap once in a day. Fish are collected by it in April, May, June and
continues September through November.

Captured fish: Highfin glassy perchlet, indian glassy fish, elongate glass-perchlet,
ocellated pufferfish, pool barb, ticto barb, barred spiny eel, loach, tank goby, stripped cat
fish, indian potasi, dwarf gourami, zig-zag eel, small prawn, day's mystus etc. are captured
with this.
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A(5) Mochna Chai
English name: Box Trap.
Local name: Doair, Bair.
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Description:

Though mochna is rectangular in shape but it is somewhat fluffy & compressed above. It is
generally 2.5-3 feet in length, 1.5 feet in height & breadth is 7-9 inch. It has 3 entrances in
one side & 2 in the opposite side along with valves. Generally thin bamboo sticks and
plastic thread are use for production. There is a hole in the corner above for taking out the
fish. These traps are placed within the dams in the shallow water of lakes and haors.
During placement a portion of the trap is kept over water and kept concealed with grass,
plants etc. Fish are collected by it in April, May, June and continues September through
November.

Captured fish: Generally pool barb, ticto barb, highfin glassy perchlet, indian glassy fish,
elongate glass-perchlet, small prawn (gura icha), ocellated pufferfish, lesser spiny eel,
kerala mystus, dwarf gourami, banded gourami, barred spiny eel etc are captured.
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A(6) Bang Chai/Ghuni Chai
English name: Drum Shaped
Box Trap, Basket Trap.
Local name: Diyel, Chandi
Bair.
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Description:

Structurally Bang Chai is drum shaped. Height is 1 foot or more & width is also 1 foot or
more. Thin bamboo sticks, jute or iron threads are used to make this. Flat bamboo sticks
are used to make the upper and lower portions of the trap. There is a path in front for the
entrance of the fish & another is above to collect the fish from the trap. It seems like a frog
structurally, hence is called "Bang Chai". It is placed in the shallow water of canals by
constructing dams with grass and aquatic plants. After placing the trap it is covered with
weeds. Generally fish are collected 1 or 2 times daily. Fish are collected by it in April, May,
June and continues September through November.

Captured fish: Generally pool barb, ticto barb, highfin glassy perchlet, indian glassy fish,
elongate glass-perchlet, small prawn (gura icha), ocellated pufferfish, lesser spiny eel,
kerala mystus, dwarf gourami, banded gourami, freshwater garfish, barred spiny eel, tank
goby etc are captured.
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A(7) Duri/Echar Duri
English name: Box Trap.
Local name: Doair.
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Description:

Duri looks like a drum. Its height is 2-2.5 feet, width is 15-20 inch & breadth is 1-1.5 feet. Thin
bamboo sticks are used to make duri. Bamboo sheets are used to make it sustainable. Whole front
side is used as an entrance for fish but it becomes narrower (0.5 inch) as it proceeds. Upper portion
remains open. It is placed in the canals-beels or flowing channels by constructing dams. Mostly
mud & grass dams are used. After placing the trap, upper portion is covered with jute bags.
Generally fish are collected from the duri once in a day. Fish are collected by it in April, May, June
and continues September through November.

Captured fish: Generally pool barb, ticto barb, highfin glassy perchlet, indian glassy fish, elongate
glass-perchlet, small prawn (gura icha), ocellated pufferfish, lesser spiny eel, loach, barred spiny
eel (chikra), stripped dwarf cat fish, stripped cat fish, dwarf gourami, banded gourami, asian cori,
indian potasi, tank goby etc are captured.
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A(8) Balish Chai/

Koiya Chai

English name: Box Trap.
Local name: Balish Chai.
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Description:

Balish chai looks like a pillow. Two sides of the chai are compressed but middle is
expended, breadth 6-10 inch. Three bamboo circles are used in the middle of the chai to
make it more sustainable. Thin bamboo sticks, plastic threads & nylon threads are used to
make it. There is an entrance with valve for fish in one side of the trap, hence fish cannot
return back. The Opposite side contains a hole for collecting the fish. Generally this trap is
used in grassy haor areas. Snail muscles or grasshoppers are kept there to attract the
fish. Generally it is kept for 1 or 2 days in one place. Then it is placed in another place.
Fish are collected early in the morning daily. Fish are collected in April, May, June,
September, October and November by it.

Captured fish: Climbing perch, pabo catfish, day's mystus, zig-zag eel, lesser spiny eel,
stripped cat fish etc. are captured by this.
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A(9) Gui/Kun

English name: Conical
Trap.

Local name: Gui/Kun.
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Description:

Gui is generally very small. Plastic thread & thin bamboo sticks are used to make it. Two types of
gui are used in the haor areas. One is prepared with thin sticks & another is with flat sticks. Height
is 1 foot or more. Diameter of the lower portion is 6-7 inch. There is an entrance in the lower portion
of the trap with valves. Another innermost valve helps the fish to proceed forward but it prevents the
fish to return downwards. Thread is used to whirl the upper portion and then thread is removed to
collect the fish. It is used where water depth is high. 2-6 feet water depth is appropriate for the gui.
Snail's flesh is kept as food for fish. Special signs are used when it is placed in the grassy area. But
generally weed free areas of the haor are suitable for the use of the gui. Two or more gui are
attached with threads collectively and place under water with sticks such a way so that these
remain in vertical direction and during fish collection the thread is pulled up. Fish are collected from
July to October.

Captured fish: Generally pool barb, ticto barb, small prawn (gura icha), lesser spiny eel, zig-zag
eel, stripped dwarf cat fish, stripped cat fish, stinging catfish etc are captured.
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A(10) Ronga

English name: Conical
Trap.

Local name: Ronga.
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Description:

Ronga is somewhat jar like. Its length is 1.5-2 feet, footer width 6-7 inch & middle width
near 1-1.5 feet. Thin and narrow bamboo sticks are used to make the ronga. In the
backside of the ronga there is an entrance for fish. There is a hole in the front side for
collecting fish. It is used during winter season in shallow waterbody by constructing dams
with grass, aquatic weeds etc. It is lift up from the water 1 or 2 times daily for collecting
fish.

Captured fish: Generally pool barb, ticto barb, highfin glassy perchlet, indian glassy fish,
elongate glass-perchlet, small prawn (gura icha), lesser spiny eel, kerala mystus, dwarf
gourami, banded gourami, barred spiny eel etc. are captured.




Fishing Gears Diversity in Sunamgan;j

Haor region within CBRMP's working area

F(>Y) IR @
A g e Gt |
wieelEE NN 3T @I |

A(11) Baim Ronga
English name: Conical
Trap.

Local name: Baim Ronga.
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Description:

Baim ronga is like the normal ronga but larger. Its length is 3.75 feet and the diameter of the wider
end is 9 inch. Thin bamboo sticks are used to make it. One side of the ronga possesses entrance
for fish along with valve, other side tied with threads. 6-7 bamboo circles are used to make it strong.
But its usefulness is different from ronga. Zig-zag eel (shal baim) is captured from the hole of the
rivers with this trap. It is placed near the mouth of a hole vertically by a fisherman with one hand &
another hand is used to disturb the hole with bamboo pole. If there stays any zig-zag eel (shal
baim) it gets out from the hole and enters into the ronga. Then fish is collected from ronga lifting it
up from water. Fish are collected from February to April.

Captured fish: Generally zig-zag eel.

PAGE 13



Fishing Gears Diversity in Sunamganj

Haor region within CBRMP's working area

F(3) TAFER I 512
A& e BE G+t |
Hieferss q3 2w 512 |

A(12) Tubular Kuichcha

Chai

English name: Tubular

Trap.

Local name: Kuichcha ~  ———
Chai.
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Description:

Used to catch cuchia, that's why known as cuchia chai. Two types of trap are used in
Sunamganj haor for cuchia fishing. They are: a) tubular trap and b) box trap.

Tubular trap: It looks like a tube. 2-2.5 feet long. 5-6 inch wide. Thin and wide Bamboo
slices are used to make this trap. A valve like whole present in this trap which is bent
inward for the entry of cuchia. Opposite edge is bent with twine and cuchia is taken out by
opening some part of it. This trap is used at night as cuchia is nocturnal .The trap is placed
in water hyacinth at evening. It is placed in such a way that some part of it remains out of
water so that the captured cuchia can breath. Earthworm is used as bait. Earthworm is
placed in trap by hooking them with bamboo sticks. Cuchia is collected from this chai at
morning. Fish are caught from July to October by it.

Captured fish: Only cuchia.
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A(13) Box shaped Kuichcha
Chai

English name: Box Trap. - , ‘
Local name: Kuichcha Chai.
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Description:

Rectangular in shape. 15 inch long, 10 inch in height and breadth is 8-10 inch. Bamboo sticks and
plastic twines are used as building material. At one side 2 and at another side 1 valve like entrance
present. Cuchia collecting hole is present at the upper side of the trap which is bent with twines.
Cuchia is collected by opening it. Like tubular trap earthworm is used as bait by hooking them with
bamboo sticks. Trap is placed in water hyacinth at dusk and lift up at morning. Fish are caught by it
in April, May, June and September through November.

Captured fish: Only cuchia.
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FAD (Fish Aggregating Device) or Open Trap

These types of traps or devices have no obstacle to prevent fish movement, fish can move in and out easily
and independently. Different types of open trap are used in sunamganj haor area. These are described bellow.
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B(1) Dal or Katha

English name: Bush Trap or
Fish Aggregating Device (FAD).
Local name: Jangle Trap,
Komor, Katha.
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Description:

Dal or katha is normally used to attract fish as a habitat, different types of tree branches, tree stem with root,
bamboo, grass, water hyacinth, bamboo sticks are used to made katha. The trap is made at the lower basin of
river and in beel, khal etc by dumping tree branches and bamboo. Grass and water hyacinth are kept on to the
trap after it set up. Sunamganj haor area hijol, koroch, jarul, shaowra, mango, blackberry, bamboo tree, their
branches and roots are used to make the katha. Normally katha set up in September, October at the lower
basin of beel, haor, canal and river, and pulled out in the month of January, February.

Species Caught: Small and large all types of fish species are caught from katha, species varied with the
placement of the katha and types of water body. Snakehead murrel, great snakehead, wallago, rohu, catla,
kuria labeo these type of large fish and spotted snakehead, climbing perch, banded gourami, gangetic leaffish,
barb, highfin glassy perchlet, indian glassy fish, elongate glass-perchlet this type of small fish are trapped in
katha placed in canal, beel etc. Wallago, clown knifefish, rohu, catla, orange fin labeo, kuria labeo, giant river-
catfish, long-whiskered catfish, pabo catfish, prawn, reba these types of large fish and day's mystus, river
catfish, large razorbelly minnow, indian river shad, mola carplet, indian potasi, highfin glassy perchlet, indian
glassy fish, elongate glass-perchlet, garua bachcha fish are trapped in katha placed in river.
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B(2) Deaoa Jal
English name: Barrage
Trap.

Local name: Obstacle
Bana, Flying Net.
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Description:

In this method obstacle are placed in the way of fish made of small mesh sized net or bana. Height
6-9 feet & length 30-75 feet. A pocket is made by using another net parallel with obstacle net or
bana. The trap is placed into channel or canal in the beginning of dry season when water starts to
move out from haor or beel. When fish swims with the current it got stopped by obstacle net or
bana and then it tries to jump and then get trapped into the pocket of the upper net. The trap is also
used in case of fishing from katha or dol.

Species Caught: Pool barb, ticto barb, freshwater garfish, snakehead murrel, great snakehead,
rohu, wallago are normally trapped by this net.
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B(3) Chai Ban or Pati Ban
English name: Fence, Fish
Barrier.

Local name: Pata, Bana.
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Description:

This trap is commonly use in Sunamganj like other places of Bangladesh. Fence/fish barrier (bana)
is made of bamboo, 0.2 inch (2 mm) depth bamboo sticks are made from bamboo. Sticks are bent
with normal or plastic twine to make fence/fish barrier (bana) but materials of fence/fish barrier
(bana) varies with area. Normally bana of 6-7.5 feet height & 12-16 feet long or more. Fence/fish
barrier (bana) used in narrow river, haor, channel, canal, beel and pathway of fish. It is placed in
soil horizontally with the help of bamboo pole. Spaces are made within fence/fish barrier (bana) to
place bamboo chai (trap). Fish migration is obstructed by fence/fish barrier (bana) to provide pass
into the chai. Fish accumulated into chai and fisher harvest fish from chai twice in a day. Nowdays
instead of bamboo fence/fish barrier (bana) mosquito net, polythene, mat or polyester fabric is used
in Sunamganj haor area. Normal fishing period by fence/fish barrier (bana) from April to December
of a year.

Species caught: Trapped fish species varied with the type of water body and chai placed in fence
(bana). Generally small fish is caught with fence/fish barrier (bana) in beel, canal and haor.
Different types of fish like barb, small prawn, barred spiny eel, ocellated pufferfish, dwarf gourami,
banded gourami, kerala mystus, highfin glassy perchlet, indian glassy fish and elongate glass-
perchlet are trapped in bana. Chai also used in bana to catch large fish and rohu, long-whiskered
catfish, giant river-catfish, wallago, orange fin labeo, bronze featherback, kuria labeo is trapped.




Fishing Gears Diversity in Sunamgan;j

Haor region within CBRMP's working area

<(8) Wt ¥ 4
JLAK FI%e 3B G |
HiEEF N AR 7 |

B(4) Light Trap
English name: Light Trap.
Local name: Alor Fad.
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Description:

Light trap is used to catch small prawn. Normally this trap is use at night to catch small prawn. For
prawn fishing by using this trap a flash light is hanged out with the help of a bamboo pole, and the
pole is placed on the water adjacent to bank of river, beel, canal etc. Prawn attracted by the light
and comes close to the surface of water and starts to circulate. When many prawns are gathered
near the light source, fisher use push net to catch fish. Sometimes electric bulb is used instead of
flash light. Generally in rainy season prawn fishing is done by this method. By using this method 4-
5 kg of fish can be caught within some hours. Fish are caught from July to November.

Species Caught: Small prawn.
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B(5) Hogra

English name: Triangular
Trap.

Local name: Dhak Trap,
Hogra, Jahali, Khagra.
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Description:

Hogra is a triangular trap. It is made with bamboo mat. It is 4.5-6 feet wide at mouth. Bamboo sticks
are used as frame and tied allover to strengthen the trap. Some tree branches are tied with bamboo
sticks in the trap is such a way so that they cannot came out. A door is made at the back side to
collect fish. The door is sewed with twine and fish are collected by opening it. A bamboo is tied at
the front side lower edge, and two ropes are used to lift it up. Hogra generally set in river at 10.5-12
feet depth. 2-4 people lift it up from water quickly after 3-7 days. Fish are caught from July to
November by it.

Species caught: Zig-zag eel, day's mystus, orange fin labeo, prawn, stinging catfish, wallago,
long-whiskered catfish, giant river-catfish these fish are normally caught by this trap.
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B(6) Chonga

English name: Tubular
Trap.

Local name: Chunga,
Chumo.
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Description:

Chunga is a typical type of bamboo trap is use to catch eel. At first the bamboo sticks are cut open
to remove the joint and then tied again with twine which is 3-4.5 feet long and width 3.4-4 inch. As a
result it looks like a tube. The chunga is submersed 3-6 feet depth at the benthic zone of river or
canal. Two sticks of the both side set into the bottom water soil so that it can't be displaced. Fishes
living in the bottom water takes place in the chunga. After 2-3 days it is lift up. At the time of lifting it
up two edges of the chunga is keep closed with hands and slowly the water is flowed out.
Sometimes water is also leaked out. Sometimes holes are made to push away the water. Fish are
caught from 15th November to January by it.

Species Caught: Zig-zag eel fishing is done in Sunamganj area with this trap. Sometimes tank
goby, day's mystus, kerala mystus, stinging catfish is also trapped.
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B(7) Gata/Doba/Gara
English name: Ditch.
Local name: Kua, Kupo,
Aara, Pagar.
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Description:

Gata or Doba is a very old method for fishing. Usually there are two types of Doba. Fish are caught
for 1 time from 1 kind of Doba in each year. Fish is caught from another type of Doba sometimes.
But by bailing out of water from both kind of Doba fish is caught. Usually ditch is a small dig where
fish habitat is built by branches of trees. Generally in winter or dry season when there is less water
everywhere then fish take shelter in that Ditches. When dyke rises around the ditch fish are caught
from there by bailing out of water. But the Ditches built near the river or canal is surrounded by
small dams and 1 inner part is kept open for the entrance of fishes. Fish are caught from there by
bailing out of water per 2-1 week.

Species caught: Almost all types of fish are caught from ditches.
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B(8) Vira or Ghuitta for
catching Icha
English name: Fish

Aggregating Device (FAD).

Local name: Ichar Vira or _
Ghuitta.
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Description:

Vira or Ghuitta is one kind of jungle trap. Usually in clean water aquatic algae like hydrilla, grass or
weeds or straw collected from the other places are floated in a heap and the algae heap is bonded
by a stick so that it cannot be floated or spread out. Like this 50-60 heaps are built by fishermen at
a constant distance in clean water of canal or beel. Generally tiny prawn or some other small
species of fish take shelter here for a while. Once in a day, generally in the morning or evening by
dip net these algae heaps are pulled up and sheltered tiny prawn and small fish are captured. By
this generally 2-3 fishermen catch fish together. After collecting fish, algae are kept floated again as
heap and fish are collected again from it next day. Fish catch by Vira or Ghuitta in the same place
like this same way is done up to 3-4 days then is replaced to another place. This device is used in
June and September through November.

Species Caught: Mainly tiny prawns are caught by this. But climbing perch, highfin glassy perchlet,
indian glassy fish, elongate glass-perchlet, dwarf gourami, banded gourami etc such small fish are
also caught in small amount.
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B(9) Polo

English name: Bell shaped
trap.

Local name: Polo.
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Description:

It looks like a bell. Both of the edges are open. Upper edge is narrow but the lower edge is broad.
Narrow bamboo sticks and cane are used to make polo. But nowadays instead of bamboo sticks
plastic lace is used. 5-7 bamboo sticks are used to make rings which structurally strengthen the
trap. Itis 2-2.5 feet long. Lower edge is 2-2.5 feet wide and mouth is 4-5 inch wide. One person
uses one polo for fishing. Sometimes a group of fishermen uses several polos for fishing. The polo
isimmersed into knee or hip depth water and then pushed up to the bottom and this action
continues forward. When fish trapped into the polo it gives pressure against the trap wall and
fisherman get notices it. Then he collects the fish through the upper opening. Fish are caught from
February to March by it.

Species caught: Spotted snakehead, snakehead murrel, great snakehead, wallago, walking
catfish, rohu, orange fin labeo, long-whiskered catfish, giant river-catfish, kuria labeo these types of
large fish get caught by this trap.
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B(10) Naia Ocha

English name: Triangular
Trap.

Local name: Ocha, Hecha.
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Description:

It's a triangular trap. Its height 4-10 feet and footer edge width 2.5-4 feet. By using bamboo slices mat is made
and then it's attached with triangular frame to make naia ocha. Front side of this trap is flat but in the back side
by tying the edges a groove is formed. Fishing is done by pushing the trap forward. Caught fishes are
collected from the groove on the back side of the trap. Naia ochu used in shallow water and in the early
monsoon. Naia ochu used to fish small fish or fry. After pushing a certain distance fish are collected by lifting
the trap. Sometimes it is set in the water by the help of sticks and two people drag the trap from two sides
using rope. When the ropes come closer fish run into the trap and then fish are collected. It is also used in
irrigation fishing and flowing water channel. Now it is less available in sunamganj area. Thela jal which is made
with mosquito net is available and cheap and it's used as the alternative of naia ocha. Fish are caught from
July to November by it.

Species Caught: Different types of small fish like small prawn, highfin glassy perchlet, indian glassy fish,
elongate glass-perchlet, barb, loach, barred spiny eel, ocellated pufferfish fishing is done by this trap. Small
size naia ochu is used to catch fry of spotted snakehead in March-April.
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B(11) Kura Ocha
English name: Triangular
Trap.

Local name: Ocha.
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Description:

Kura ocha is triangular but little different in structure from naia ocha. Height 4-8 feet and footer
edge width 2.5-5 feet. Thin Bamboo slices are used to make mat and then triangular shape is given
by using bamboo sticks. A small bamboo stick is tied with the mouth of the triangular trap. By
holding this stick fishing is done with the trap. Generally the trap is used at the edges of canal or
beel and the trap is immersed into the water and then lifting is done from outwards to inwards.
Sometimes it is set in the water by the help of sticks and two people drag the trap from two sides
using rope. When the ropes come closer fish runs into the trap and then fish are collected. It is also
used in irrigation fishing and also in flowing water channel. Now it is less available in Sunamganj
area. Thela jal, lathi jal which are made with mosquito net are available and cheap and they are
used as the alternatives of kura ochu. Fish are caught from July to November by it.

Species caught: Different types of small fish like stripped dwarf cat fish, day's mystus, barred
spiny eel, lesser spiny eel, loach, gangetic leaffish, fry of spotted snakehead, ticto barb, highfin
glassy perchlet, indian glassy fish, elongate glass-perchlet, dwarf gourami, banded gouami,
ocellated pufferfish all these fish are caught with kura trap.
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Hook

Hook is a major gear at Sunamganj haor area. There are different types of hook used for catching
different species of fish. There are different types of hooks at different prices of different brand at
different markets at Sunamganj haor area. Wallago hook, snakehead murrel hook, angling hook,
daitta hook, hook & line (laar) hook, climbing perch hook, barb hook etc. are very usable hook in
this area. Fish catching method for different hooks are different. For catching fish by hook there is
use of baits. There are also some varieties in the bait which is used in hooks in this area.
Earthworms (locally called "JHIR"), small frogs, crabs, rats, flour, dragon flies, spiders, larvae of
bolta, red ants egg in tree, tiny prawns, different types of small fish species such as pool barb, ticto
barb, guchi baim, loach, spotted snakehead, dwarf gourami, blue perch, rotten barb etc. are used
as bait in different hooks, description of these baits and their uses are as follows:
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Figure: Hook for wallago, Figure: Hook for wallago, Figure: Hook for barb, climcing
major carp, snakehead murrel, major carp, snakehead murrel, perch.
great snakehead, zig-zag eel. great snakehead, zig-zag eel.

Figure: Hook for spotted Figure: Hook for spotted Figure: Hook for barb.
snakehead, stinging catfish, snakehead, stinging catfish,
walking catfish, zig-zag eel. walking catfish, zig-zag eel.
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1. Boal Hook/Pocha Hook
English name: Hook for
Handling.

Local name: Borshi.
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Description:

Mainly Boal fish are caught by boal hook. Size of this hook is very large (2-2.5 inch). Rotten barb is
generally used in this hook as bait. Boal fish is attracted by smell of this rotten barb. Hook is tied
with one side of the nylon thread or long plastic thread and another side is tied with a short stick. An
iron sinker is tied near the hook. Usually length of the thread can be 30-60 feet. Normally in the
evening or in the night the hook is fixed in the river or canal. Fishermen sit near the bank of the
river holding the thread and throw the hook in the river. When wallago (boal) fish swallows the
hook, threads are jerked then the hooked fish is pulled up. Sometimes scoop nets are used for
pulling up fish from water. Fish are caught from July to November by it.

Species caught: Mainly wallago fish is caught by this hook. But sometimes giant river-catfish,
long-whiskered catfish and indian mottled eel are also entrapped.
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2. Tanga Hook:
English name: Long Line.
Local name: Tuni Borshi.
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Description:

Wallago (boal), snakehead murrel (shol), great snakehead (gojar) fish are caught by this hook. Size
of this hook is 1-1.5 inch. At the base of this hook 12-15 inch thread is tied with 2 or more hooks
and hangs with another long and thicker thread. Hooks hang with thread over water as if it is sunk
slightly which is tied tightly with 2 sticks on both sides. Small frogs, various types of small fish such
as lesser spiny eel, loach, barb, dwarf gourami, crab etc are used as bait in the hook. Generally bait
is placed in the hook in the afternoon. Baits are always moving and wallago, snakehead murrel or
great snakehead fish are attracted by this bait and then adhered with the hook. Fish are caught
from July to November by it.

Species Caught: Mainly snakehead murrel, great snakehead and wallago are captured by this
hook.
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3. Daitta Borshi

English name: Floating i
Hook. — —
Local name: Dati Borshi, !
Date Borshi, Bokha. -
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Description:

It is called Daitta Borshi because of using water hyacinth (locally called "Germoni" at Sunamganj)
as a float. Daitta of the Daitta Borshi is usually 8-10inch long. Size of this hook is 0.4-0.8 inch (1-2
cm). In the hook 3-6 feet long nylon thread or narrow kot thread is tied and another side of the
thread is tied with the tip of the water hyacinth and which keeps it with the water hyacinth. As bait
earthworm, grasshopper or tiny prawn, dwarf gourami, blue perch etc in the hook are used.
Fishermen keep the hook in a basket with bait. Each fisherman use 200-400 or more number of
hooks. It's operated at day or night. It is placed in the vegetated beel, paddy fields or canals. Fish
are collected after 2-4 hours at day. If it is placed in the afternoon then fish are collected in the next
morning. Blue perch are used to catch bronze featherback, dwarf gourami are used to catch
snakehead murrel and bronze featherback, grasshoppers are used for pabo catfish, earthworm are
used for stinging catfish, walking catfish, spotted snakehead. Fish are caught from July to
November by it.

Species caught: Mainly spotted snakehead, stinging catfish, climbing perch, snakehead murrel,
great snakehead, walking catfish, bronze featherback, zig-zag eel, lesser spiny eel, kerala mystus,
pabo catfish etc are caught by this hook.
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4. Laar Borshi
English name: Long Line. B
Local name: Dori Borshi. -
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Description:

Laar borshi is a very important hook in the Sunamganj, used mainly in the river and haor. Length of the Laar
Borshi is about 1500 to 7500 feet or more. Aimost 1feet long thread is tied with hook that is again tied with
another thick thread or jute fibre per 4.5-7.5 feet. During the use of the hook each hook is detached from the
basket and is thrown in the water body by attaching bait and proceeds forward with boat. Sometimes concrete
pieces are used as sinkers with the hooks. Earthworm, mussels flesh, tiny prawn, grasshoppers, ticto barb,
barred spiny eel, loach or flour bait are used as well. Generally 2 people are needed for the use of this hook.
One is propelling the boat and another is for performing the laar borshi. But sometimes 3-4 people are
included in the group. In this case larger boat is used for performing this hook. Laar borshi generally is used 8-
9hrs in a day and fish are collected with an interval of 2-3hrs. Fish are caught from July to November by it.

Species Caught: Catching fish species depends on the area where the hooks are being used. Orange fin
labeo, day's mystus, zig-zag eel, coitor croaker, wallago, rita, menoda catfish, pabdah catfish, pabo catfish,
butter catfish, prawn etc are caught in the river. But spotted snakehead, snakehed murrel, great snakehead,
freshwater garfish, zig-zag eel, lesser spiny eel, wallago, kerala mystus, bronze featherback, gangetic leaffish,
day's mystus, orange fin labeo etc are caught in the haor area.
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5. Chip Borshi

English name: Hook for
Handling.

Local name: Chip Borshi.
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Description:

Hook is used at the top of the long sticks that's why it is called chip borshi (hook for handling).
Different types of chip borshi are used in Sunamganj haor region. Size of the hook varies according
to the types of the fish intended to catch. For example, one type of hooks is used for capturing
orange fin labeo or zig-zag eel in the river where another type of hooks are used for capturing barb
or climbing perch in the lakes. Size of hook of the chip borshi is generally 6-9 feet long. Generally
7.5-15 feet long thread is used at the top of the hook. But 30-60 feet long thread is used for the chip
borshi in the river. Led or iron pieces are used as sinkers for this hook. Different types of bait are
used, for example earthworm, snail, mussel, grasshopper, caterpillar, spiders, bread, eggs of ant,
etc. One fisherman can use 7-8 chip borshi at a time. Generally a float is used in the chip borshi. A
scoop net is used for pulling up large fish. Sometimes floats are not used in the chip borshi, when
fish swallows the bait jerking is observed and fishermen strongly pull up the fish by chip. Women
catch fish by chip borshi near the canal or river. Fish are caught from July to November by it.

Species caught: Spotted snakehead, barb, climbing perch, kerala mystus, snakehead murrel, zig-
zag eel, orange fin labeo, rohu, mrigal etc are caught by this hook.
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6. Khili Daitta

English name: Floating
Hook.

Local name: Fol.
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Description:

It is a hook made of bamboo sticks. But its fishing method is a little different from other hooks. The
edge of a two inch narrow bamboo sticks is made pointed at both edges. It is called khili. 3-4.5 feet
long twine is bound at the middle of the khili. Other edge of the twine which is 7-8 inch long is tied
with tip of water hyacinth, known as daitta. Daitta works as floats. Twine is tied with daitta. Khili
daitta normally used in beel, canal or paddy field. A fisherman can use 100-200 or more khili daitta.
Grass hoppers head/chest used as bait. Two edges of the sticks is pressed along and hooked with
bait. Then twine tied with the tip of water hyacinth immersed into water. When climbing perch
swallows the bait, the bait is released from the khili, becomes straight and comes out through the
operculum and gets attached within the fish mouth. Fish are caught from July to November by it.

Species Caught: Khili daitta mainly used to catch climbing perch. Sometimes spotted snakehead,
snakehead murrel also get caught.
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Wounding gears

Coch (spear)

Different types of gears are used in Sunamganj haor; fish are caught with gears by wounding them. A pointed
gear with long handle by the help of which fisherman wound the fish and gear is stapled in fish body. Different
types wounding gears are found like caicha cocha, cocha, aittor, gash cocha etc. continous description of
these gears is given bellow:
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1. Thuri cocha or
caicha cocha

English name: Spear.
Local name: Coch, Ful
Coch, Juphi.
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Description:

Thuri cocha is a wounding gear made of iron sticks like cycle spoke, umbrella sticks etc. Generally
8-10 inch long 15-20 iron sticks are tied with twine at one edge and iron coil the other edge remains
pointed. Then the sticks are made loose. Then the twine tied edge is attached with 7.5-10.50 feet
long narrow bamboo sticks to hold and through it. Fisherman aims the gear at fish on water and
throws it to wounds the fish. Later fish is collected from water by lifting up the cocha. Normally
cocha is used at day Sometimes cocha is also used at night to catch fish with the help of torch or
flash light. Fisherman normally makes this at home. Smith makes cocha which is also sold in
different markets. Fish are caught from July to November by it.

Species Caught: Spotted snakehead, snakehead murrel, climbing perch, freshwater garfish,
kerala mystus, stinging catfish, walking catfish these types of fish is caught by thuri cocha.
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2. Cocha or Chol
English name: Spear.
Local name: Coch, Juphi.
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Description:

Coch or chol looks moreover like thuri cocha or caicha cocha but a little large in size. Itis 10-12
inch long and its sticks are large. No. of sticks are 8-12 which is less than thuri coch. One edge of
the sticks is pointed and another edge is made flat and tied together. It is made in smith house and
sold in market. Fisherman buys this from the market. 10.5-12 feet long bamboo made handle is
attached with the spear and the spear is used by holding this handle. Fisherman aims the gear at
fish under water and throws it by holding the handle. Then the gear wounds the fish. Later fish is
collected from water by lifting up the cocha. Sometimes fish is collected from the cocha by using
hand under water. Normally cocha is used at day. Sometimes cocha is also used at night to catch
fish with the help of torch or flash light. Fish are caught from July to November by it.

Species Caught: Spotted snakehead, snakehead murrel, giant snakehead, rohu, orange fin labeo,
walking catfish, wallago, kuria labeo and other large fish is caught by using cocha.
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3. Aittor
English name: Spear.
Local name: Aero.
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Description:

Aittor looks like coch or chola. Structurally it is almost the same. The only difference is aittor has
backwardly pointed sticks which keep the fish hooked. 3-7 large and strong iron sticks are used to
make it. It is 8-10 inch long 10.50-12 feet long bamboo made handle is attached with the spear
which helps to use it. Aittor is used both in day and night for fishing. Fish are caught from July to
November by it.

Species caught: Comparatively larger fish like snakehead murrel, giant snakehead, wallago, rohu,
kuria labeo are caught by this gear.
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4. Gash Coch or Jogorr
English name: Spear.
Local name: Coch.
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Description:

Two types of gash coch are found in Sunamganj area. One is comparatively short and made
attached with a bamboo handle. Another one is long and has no handle. Gash Koch is made with
bamboo sticks or local chaur tree sticks. Short gash Koch is made with 3-4.5 feet long 6-10
bamboo sticks which are made by narrowing one edge and tied together. This is then made
attached with a 4.5-6 feet long bamboo handle. It is used in action by holding the handle. In case of
long gash coch length of sticks is 4.5-6 feet and bamboo sticks are cut narrow and then tied
together. It has no bamboo handle. It is used in action by holding the tied part. Every sticks of the
gash cocha have an iron made pointed frame. Fisherman aims the gear at fish when he sees the
fish under water or feels moving or by the movement of aquatic grass or weed under water and
throw it by holding the handle. Then the gear wounds the fish. Later fish is collected from water by
lifting up the cocha. It is used at day for fishing. Fish are caught from July to November by it.

Species Caught: Snakehead murrel, giant snakehead, rohu, wallago, kuria labeo this type of large
fish is caught.
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5. Cuchiar Kali
English name: Spear.
Local name: Cuchiar Kali.
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Description:

Cuchiar kali is used to catch cuchia. It is a 20-24 inch long iron stick which is made attached with a
3 feet long bamboo stick. It is not very commonly used in Sunamganj haor area. Some native
people only use this for catching cuchia. Normally it is used by probing it into hole visible near the
canal, beel, river and well. If cuchia present in the hole then it gets hooked with the iron sticks.
Then the fisherman pulls away the spear hooked cuchia. A fisherman collects 3-4 kg cuchia every
day by using this spear. It is used November to April for fishing.

Species caught: Cuchiar kali used to catch cuchia.
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6. Ring
English name: Hook.
Local name: Ring, Achra.
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Description:

Ring looks like a hook. A pointed iron wire is bent to give the hook shape and then it is made
attached with 6-7.5 feet long bamboo sticks tied strongly at one edge. To catch fish by ring,
fisherman comes into water and drags the ring hooked edge in to the mud quickly. As a result fish
in the mud gets hooked with the ring. Then fisherman takes out the ring and collects fish. Normally
fishing is done with this during dry season or in shallow water or in mud.

Species Caught: Lesser spiny eel and zig-zag eel is caught by ring. Sometimes stinging catfish is
also getting caught.
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Hand
English name: Hand
Local name: Hath.
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Description:

Hand is also a fishing instrument. This is the earliest instrument of human. Sometimes fishing is
done by a group of people while irrigating the water by hands. Normally fish in the mud or bottom
water is caught by hands. Sometimes during standing 1.5-2 feet water a 6 inch long hole is made in
between two feet, water is pushed to the hole by the help of hand. Due to this a current is formed
and fish are gathered in the hole and fishes are collected within few minutes interval. Normally
fishing is done with this during dry season (November to April).

Species caught: By using hand fishes present at the bottom or mud are collected and the fishes
are barb, spotted snakehead, barred spiny eel, stinging catfish, climbing perch, tank goby etc.
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Section - 2
Fishing Gears of different types of Nets
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1(1) Push Net/Thela Jal

Group name: Dragged Net.

English name: Push Net.

Local name in haor area: Thela Jal/ Felun.
Materials used: Net, nylon rope and bamboo.

Description: Triangular; its mesh size varies between 0.25-0.5 inches. Both of the 2 ground adjoined arms
are 6-7.5 feet long and ground arm is 4.5-6 feet in dimension. 3 pieces of narrow bamboo sticks are tied with
each other in the edge keeping about 12-18 inches extra bamboo sticks behind the gear for handling. Net is
cut off as a rectangle according to the shape of the structure. The opposite edge of ground arm is sewed with
each other's edge after being folded and is hemmed with nylon rope in each edge. Hereafter, two of the three
edges are tied with the bamboo structure.

Mode and place of Operation: It is used mainly in the shallow water (maximum depth is 4.5-7.5 feet) during
starts of rainy season and before dry season. It is immersed under the water and pushed forward for a while
(about 5-10 minutes) and then is pulled up from water. But it is also used in the muddy water in haor region.

Species caught: Large amount of juveniles of different species are caught. Barbs, large razorbelly minnow,
gora-chela, prawn, highfin glassy perchlet, indian glassy fish, elongate glass-perchlet, barred spiny eel, lesser
spiny eel etc are mostly entrapped in this gear.
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1(2) Push Net/Ochu Jal

Group name : Dragged Net.

English name : Push Net.

Local name in haor area : Ochu Jal/ Ucha.

Materials used : Nylon rope, Nylon net and Narrow Bamboo.

Description: It is a triangular shaped gear. Its mesh size is between 0.25-0.5 inches. This gear is prepared
with a triangular shaped net. Both of the 2 ground adjoined arms are 7.5-9 feet long and the ground arm is 6-
7.5 feet in dimension. 3 pieces of narrow bamboo sticks are bent with each other in triangular shape so that an
elongated handle is created behind the structure. Hereafter, 2 bamboo slices are taken, one edge of a slice is
bent with its earthen arm and the other edge is bent with the point of the handle as a bow. Two edges of the
other slice are also bent as a bow shape with the earth adjoint arms in the middle point. Now the structure is
covered with a triangular shape net and also is bent to necessary places with twine. A completed net structure
is similar to a samosa. It can be prepared by purchasing net from Sunamgan,;.

Mode and place of Operation: A small size boat and an iron-made chain with 45-60 feet long are needed
during operation of the net. Three persons are also needed to operate it. One take place on the boat with net
and another two persons come near the net by maintaining a distance about 75 feet hauling the chain over the
bottom and then the net holder pushes the net and lifts up in a hurry after a while. It is used mainly in the
shallow water (maximum depth is 4.5-7.5 feet) during starts of rainy season and before dry season.

Species caught: Mainly barred spiny eel, lesser spiny eel, zig-zag eel and loach are caught by this gear.
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2(1) Seine Net/Kona Jal

Group name : Seine Net.

English name : Surrounding Net.

Local name in haor area : Kona Jal/ Ber Jal.
Materials used : Nylon or Plastic rope, Nylon net,
Floating and Sinker.

Description: Rectangular, it is 825 feet long and

52 feet wide (Maximum). Its mesh size varies

between 0.1-0.2 inches. Numbers of big pieces of

nets are attached with each other by sewing to

enlarge its length and width. Thick ropes are attached with its four border lines by hemming and extra large
ropes are also kept for dragging the net easily. Floats (plastic, cork sheet) are enclosed with its upper border
line to keep it in floating condition. Sinkers are also enclosed with its lower border line to sink the border in the
water and make contacts with the bottom. Net can be collected from Sunamganj, Sylhet and Dhaka.

Mode and place of Operation: It is used more in rainy season when water level is high (deep water in river
and haor). Its two wide ends are brought together slowly in drifting condition by dragging it in the water. It looks
a little bit round when it is dragged. One person gives mild pressure on the lower border line so that fish can't
escape out of the net. About 6-10 persons are needed to operate this net.

Species caught: The species which are caught mostly by this gear are mola carplet, spotted snakehead,
snakehead murrel, great snakehead, tang goby, barred spiny eel, gangetic leaffish, loach, flying barb, cotio,
kerala mystus, barb, dwarf gourami, banded gourami and rohu, catla, mrigal, orange fin labeo etc which are
worth-mentioning.
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2(2) Seine Net/Gon Jal

Group name : Seine Net.

English name : Surrounding Net.

Local name in haor area : Gon Jal/ Gan Jal/ Ghuraina Jal.

Materials : Nylon net, Nylon rope, Thick rope, Floating, Sinker (Iron made weight).

Description: Rectangular; it is 225-1050 feet long and 22.50-33 feet wide in dimension. It is made by the
attachment of several pieces of nets. Its mesh size varies between 0.12-0.3 inches. Floats are attached to
upper border line and sinkers are attached to its lower border line (foot line). Thick ropes are kept from both of
the floats and sinkers edges for pulling the net. Floats are attached closely so that the net is not to be sunk or
be in immersed condition. 3/4 persons and a medium size boat are needed for operating the gear. Net is
collected from Sunamganj, Sylhet and Dhaka.

Operation: One edge of the net is placed in the water first, one person grips that edge and either he stands
there or goes forward with net; rest of the net is placed in water slowly by the help of the boat as rounded and
both edges get close. At that moment the net gains circular shape. Hereafter, it is hauled up on the boat.
Another person creates mild pressure on the net to keep it on the bottom surface; and he grips the boat to
keep him in balance. About 40-50 minutes need to complete a fishing cycle. It can be operated in a range of
1.5-22.5 feet depth. It is used from Ashar to Ashwin in haor and up to month of Kartik in the river. It is used in
July to November.

Species caught: Barred spiny eel, lesser sping eel, zig-zag eel, loach, bengal loach, dwarf gourami, banded
gourami, spotted snakehead, snakehead murrel, great snakehead, prawn, small prawn, kerala mystus,
stripped dwarf cat fish, freshwater garfish, gangetic leaffish and highfin glassy perchlet, indian glassy fish,
elongate glass-perchlet are caught in haor and long-whiskered catfish, giant river-catfish, day's mystus,
wallago, zig-zag eel, kerala mystus and prawns are caught in the river water.




Fishing Gears Diversity in Sunamgan]

Haor region within CBRMP's working area

3 (©) WEIR (&PF) TN 3 TG e

BTG I ¢ SRR (76 |

QST (A bfere TN 3 GG Tie/ Y~ & |
TSR TR ¢ WA O S, TIBT T2 o,
@1l 5

ICEE T3 32 A6 ATSIFR T 2 3 T
0.¢-5.0 Ef¥ (I AT | 3ZF G 23¢-9¢0 Fb 8
&% 5¢-9o FO | TZA ToTIA IGICA (W51 o (2N
T4 AP 93 TR ALY (FI6 AYS 41 = | ST
6 AT 5.¢-2 Fb THSIfAMB wp1cey 412 T T4
T O32 TR ML TR o Age 41 =7 | At
M >of5 FH AF 3R 56 T @TRR o Tge
FI1 7Y | GITAT ATFIACSH (FAT2IF @fe77 ewa
8¢-Yoo (F& AT ZTT AT TITS GATHLT
2fSFIR 717 M2 TS AR SAWR T6F AT AFCS AR | JANie, P, 1o, [Friasg a3z 5! (AF
@ T AR 1 A |

TICEd 28 S SAfBE Fare TR SIFER S (! ¢ 8T (FIF ATAE 27 | 4ATH Taia #A10es e
B GFG TF FER AFTCAG Ff2 403 G AF, T2 © T TFIF $2F Feara skf¥2ieet ez sifacs sa
(FECS (FACO AT AN AR T @i TR G2 Tt (el ;199 20e Qiters ¥2 =% ey 11ee nifew
TP | So WG *7 T &2 T (BT ReTre Rerte TeAR WICw WA I FI ITa® = IR T AR (AT
TR IR FCF | GFAE G TSI '8 AR He&R b IHog FAC & 0-90 G T =+ | 794 TR ATG =i
T U (AT OF IR AR OS] TRy > T AT SR @ T 7S 20T A |

@ G 441 ] eeife RS TR, Wi, WG, ACAS, FL, FIoe], Yofet, FFE=1R 7w eerfon Az 92 &
1 AT |

2(3) Seine Net/Gorgori Jal

Group name : Seine Net.

English name : Surrounding Net.

Local name in haor area : Gorgori Jal/ Khunti Jal.

Materials : Nylon net, thick Nylon ropes, Floats, Sinkers (Iron made weights) and 1-Boat.

Description: It is a rectangular shaped net and its mesh size varies between 0.5-1.0 inch. It is
225-750 feet long and 15-30 feet wide. Thick rope is hemmed in its upper borderline and floats are
attached with it. Numbers of pockets (gai) are prepared of its foot end which is about 1.5-2 feet high
(space of height) and weights are enclosed with the border of the pockets. Thirteen (13) meshes
are remained in each pocket and nine pieces of weights are contained in each pocket. About
45-100 kilograms weights are enclosed on the net sizes so that the pockets may contact with the
bottom easily after placing the net in the body of water. Net is collected from Sunamganj, Sylhet,
Bhairabh, Kishoreganj and Dhaka.

Mode and place of Operation: A medium size boat and 4 operators are needed to operate it. In
the beginning of the operating process, one operator stands on the bank of the body of water
holding the ropes of its one edge and rest of the three persons going ahead by placing the netin
the body of water which maintains a distance from the bank and one operator stands on the bank
holding the other edge of the net after placing the net completely. Both of the two operators pull the
net by hauling and collect fish from the pockets after 10:00 minutes interval. About 20:00-30:00
minutes are needed for completing a fishing cycle. It is used when the dykes are appeared and it
continues up to minimum a water depth of 1 foot.

Species caught: All species including wallago, kuria labeo, long-whiskered catfish, giant
river-catfish, reba, rohu, catla, mrigal and orange fin labeo.
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3(1) Lift Net/ Dharma Jal

Group name : Lift Net.

English name: Hand Lift Net.

Local name in haor area : Tak Jal, Shib Jal, Dharma Jal.
Materials: Net, Nylon rope and Narrow Bamboo.

Description: It is square shaped; each arm is about 12-21 feet long. Its mesh size varies between 0.5-1.0
inches. Four flexible sticks are needed. At first, two sticks are tied with each other in its foot edges and rest of
the two sticks is also tied as the same scheme; as a result four sticks are converted into two sticks. Hereafter,
these two sticks are kept as plus direction ('+') and tied with each other by twine in the center. Thus, four free
edges are created. Four edges of square shaped net are tied with the free edges by twine. One edge of a
bamboo which makes the long handle is bent with the plus point and another end is used as the handle for the
operation of net.

Mode and place of Operation: Itis mainly used in shallow water having low current in the starts of rainy
season and before dry season. One person is needed to operate it. The gear is placed in the water by gripping
the handle. Fishes come upon in the net during movement of its route; after a while, it is pulled up from water
by handle and collects fish. It can be operated standing on a bank, platform near the shore or by using long
ropes. A fish creel is attached with his waist or a floating pot is reserved for keeping fish.

Species caught: Small fish species are caught, such as barb, large razorbelly minnow, gora-chela, mola
carplet, freshwater garfish, flying barb, cotio, highfin glassy perchlet, indian glassy fish, indian glass-perchlet
etc.
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3(2) Lift Net/ Veshal Jal

Group name: Lift Net.

English name: Fixed Lift Net.

Local name in haor area: Vel Jal/ Tak Jal/ Veshal Jal/ Khora Jal .
Materials: Bamboo, Net, Rope or Nylon rope.

Description: A complete veshal structure is triangular. It is prepared with a rectangular net and its
mesh size varies between 0.5-1.5 inches. Itis 52.50 feet long and 37.50 feet wide (earthen arm) in
dimension. Its mesh size varies between 0.3-0.6 inches. Two pieces of bamboo are tied with each
other at the foot edges. Other parts of the bamboos are tied at 3 feet (1.5 m) above the water surface
as 2:3 ratios with the bamboo poles of both sides of the structure so that it can be possible to dip in and
lift up from water, the frontal edge of the veshal structure easily. Thick nylon ropes are attached by
hemming with its entire sides; two frontal corners of the net are tied with the frontal edges of the
bamboo and opposite edges are closed together and tied with the joint of the mentioned two bamboos.
A platform is built with its back side.

Mode and place of Operation: It is operated by creating pressure on foot on its pointed edge of the
structure. A boat is kept during its operation and a bamboo made trap is reserved to keep fishes. Itis
set in the shallow water against gentle current. It is used in the starts of rainy season and continues
before dry season. One person can operate it. Its frontal portion is immersed in the water for about
5-10 minutes and lift up from water by creating pressure on its pointed edge.

Species caught: Small fish species and juveniles of different species are entrapped, such as barb,
large razorbelly minnow, gora-chela, cotio, indian river shad, prawn, zig-zag eel, lesser spiny eel etc.
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3(3) Lift Net/ Chata Jal

Group name: Lift Net.

English name: Lift Net.

Local name in haor area: Chata Jal/ Chada Jal.
Materials: Nylon net, thick Nylon ropes and 4 boats.

Description: It is a rectangular shaped net and its mesh size varies between 2.0-2.5 inches. Thick
ropes are hemmed in its both the 4 border lines and about 75-90 feet long thick ropes are tied in
each corner of the edge. About 1.5-2 kilograms stone is enclosed in each corner so that the net can
easily sink in the water and may contact with the bottom. 8 operators are needed to use the netin
which two operators are in each boat. Netis collected from Sunamganj, Sylhet, Bhairabh,
Kishoreganj and Dhaka.

Mode and place of Operation: One of the two persons operates the boat and other one operates
the gear. First of all, 4 boats are closed together in face to face, 4 boats go beyond with the ropes
of its full length. The 4 boats come forward with an equal motion and close up face to face after
completed placing the net; pull up the net on boat and collect fish. The net operators change the
fishing places as they like and catch fish. About 30-45 minutes are needed to complete a fishing
cycle.

Species caught: All species including wallago, kuria labeo, long-whiskered catfish, giant
river-catfish, reba, rohu, catla, mrigal and orange fin labeo.
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4(1) Gill Net/ Current Jal

Group name: Gill Net.

English name: Gill Net.

Local name in haor area: Current Jal.

Materials: Mono-filament synthetic fibre net, Nylon rope, Floats, Coin shape soil-made Sinker
(weight), Pieces of narrow bamboo poles.

Description: Itisarectangularshapedgear;itis 75-1500 feetlongand 4.5-9 feetwide
(Maximum). Its mesh size varies between 0.5-0.6 Inches. It is not possible to weave it by hands, it
is woven in factories. Mainly it is prepared by mono-filament synthetic twine. Both of the upper and
lower border lines are attached with thick ropes by hemming. Floats (which are made of hyacinth or
cork) are attached with its upper border line and sinkers (which are made of soil and coin shape)
are enclosed with its lower border line maintaining a distance about 6-8 inches so that the net be
kept in straight and drift in the water column.

Mode and place of Operation: It is used both in the shallow and deep water of haor region from
starts of rainy season and continues until dry season. Its two edges are tied with two fixed bamboo
poles so that its upper border line keeps in water surface and net remains straight in the water. It is
set in the evening and lift up at dawn of the next day and collects fish.

Species caught: Small fish species are entrapped, such as barb, kerala mystus, stinging catfish,
climbing perch, dwarf gourami, banded gourami, barred spiny eel and zig-zag eel.
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4(2) Gill Net/ Koi Jal

Group name: Gill Net

English name: Gill Net

Local name in haor area: Koi Jal/ Koiya jal

Materials: Mono-filament synthetic fibre net, Nylon rope, Floats, Coin shape soil-made Sinker
(weight), Pieces of narrow bamboo poles.

Description: Climbing perch net (Koi net) is a rectangular shaped gear. It is 75-1500 feet long and
4.5-9 feet wide. Fishers enlarge or shorten its length according to area of the waterbody. Its mesh
size varies between .75- 2.4 inches. It is woven with mono-filament synthetic twine in the factory
and fishers purchase it from market. Floats (which are made of hyacinth or cork) are attached with
its upper border line and sinkers (which are made of soil and coin shape) are enclosed with its
lower border line maintaining a distance about 6-8 inches which help the net keeping stand-still in
water. It is called Climbing perch net (Koi net) as huge number of Climbing perch (Koi) is entrapped
with this net during spawning season.

Mode and place of Operation: It is used both in the shallow and deep water of haor region from
starts of rainy season and continues until dry season. Its two edges are tied with two fixed bamboo
poles so that its upper border line keeps in water surface and net remains straight in the water. It is
set in the evening and lift up at the dawn of the next day and collects fish.

Species caught: Mostly climbing perch is trapped in this gear. Other species are dwarf gourami,
banded gourami, pool barb, gangetic leaffish, barred spiny eel, zig-zag eel and walking catfish.
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4(3) Gill Net/ Chela Jal

Group name: Gill Net.

English name: Gill net.

Local name in haor area: Chela Jal.
Materials: Mono-filament synthetic fibre
net, Nylon rope, Sponge made floats and
soil-made weight.

Description:ltis arectangular shaped

gear; itis 75-1500 feet long and 2.5-3 feet

wide. Its mesh size is about 0.6 inches. It is

not possible to weave this net by hand, it is

woven with mono-filament synthetic twine in

the factory and fishers purchase it from market according to their need. Floats are attached with the
upper border line to keep it drift and soil-made weight is enclosed with the lower border line
maintaining a distance about 12-18 inches which help the net keeping stand-still in water.

Mode and place of Operation: It is used both in the shallow and deep water during starts of rainy
season and it will continue until dry season. Its two edges are tied with two fixed bamboo poles so
that its upper border line keeps in water surface and net remains straight in the water. It is set in the
evening and lift up at the dawn of the next day to collect fish. However, fish can be collected after 3
hour intervals.

Species caught: Mainly large razorbelly minnow, gora-chela is entrapped by this gear.
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4(4) Gill Net/ Bata Jal

Group name: Gill Net.

English name: Gill Net.

Local name in haor area: Bata Jal.

Materials: Mono-filament synthetic fibre net, Nylon rope, Hyachinth lip-made floats and Sinkers
(brikes or stones- made).

Description: Itis a rectangular shaped gear; itis 150-1500 feet long and 4.5-7.5 feet wide. Its
mesh size varies between 0.5-5 inches. It is not woven by hand, original net is woven in the factory
with mono-filament synthetic twine and fishers purchase it from market according to their need.
Thick nylon ropes are attached with both the ends by hemming. Hyacinth lip-made float is attached
with its upper border line to keep it afloat and pieces of bricks or stones are enclosed with its lower
border line to keep it suspended in the water.

Mode and place of Operation: It is used both in the deep and medium shallow water during start
of rainy season and continues before the start to the dry season. A boat is needed to operate it. It is
arranged layer-wise on boat and goes backward releasing the net from a distinct place by the help
of a scull. It is pulled up on boat after an interval of 5-10 minutes when the net is completed to set
up in the water by the edge which is bent with the boat and fish is collected. About 20-30 minute is
needed to complete a fishing cycle.

Species caught: Mainly orange fin labeo is caught by this gear, but medium size of rohu, catla,
kuria labeo are also caught by this gear.
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4(5) Gill Net/ Suti Jal

Group name: Gill Net.

English nam : Gill Net.

Local name in haor area: Suti Jal.

Mesh size: About 0.5-0.6 Inches.

Materials: Mono-filament synthetic net, Nylon rope, Coin shape soil made Sinker (weight), Pieces
of narrow bamboo sticks.

Description: It is a rectangular shaped net; it is 75-1500 feet long and generally 4.5-9 feet wide. Its
mesh size varies between 0.5-0.6 inches. It is both woven by hands and in factory. It is prepared
mainly from cotton twine. So fishers weave or buy it from market as their need. Both of upper and
lower border lines are attached with thick ropes by hemming. Floats are attached with the upper
border line and sinkers are attached with its lower border line maintaining a distance of 6-8 inches
so that the net be kept in straight and drift in the water.

Mode and place of Operation: It is used both in the shallow and deep water of haor region from
starts of rainy season and continues until dry season in haor region. Its two edges are tied with two
fixed bamboo poles so that its upper border line keeps in water surface and the net remains straight
in the water. It is set in the evening and lift up at the dawn of the next day to collect fish.

Species caught: Small fish species are entrapped, such as kerala mystus, stinging catfish,
climbing perch, dwarf gourami, banded gourami, barred spiny eel and zig-zag eel.
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5(1) Cast Net/ Jhaki Jal

Group name: Falling Net.

English name: Cast Net.

Local name in haor area: Koni Jal/ Jhaki Jal.

Materials: Nylon or Synthetic rope, Thick rope, Sinkers (weight).

Description: Its opening is circular in dimension. Other part of the net is closed together centering
a point. Its mesh size varies between 0.5-0.6 inches. Strong and thick rope about 10.50-15 feet
long is bentin the center. The net is thrown in the waterbody mainly by the help of this rope. Its
length is about 11 feet to 16 feet. Remaining numbers of pockets in its foot edge which is locally
called gai. Sinkers are attached around the gai as a series so that the net can goes deepen in the
water.

Mode and place of Operation: It is used all the year round. During operation, the rope is kept in
one hand and the net is thrown with the help of both hands. When the net sinks completely, the
sinkers reach to the bottom and the fishes beneath the net get trapped. Then the net is hauled up
by pulling the rope. It is operated mainly in the shallow water standing on the bank of waterbody or
in deep water standing upon a boat. One person can operate this gear.

Species caught: Most of the small fish species are caught, such as barb, kerala mystus, mola
carplet, prawns, stinging catfish, walking catfish, dwarf gourami, banded gourami, barred spiny eel,
lesser spiny eel, zig-zag eel.
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5(2) Cast Net/ Bachuri Jal

Group name: Falling Net.

English name: Cast Net.

Local name in haor area: Bachuri Jal/ Eknaia Jal/ Bichani Jal.
Materials: Nylon twine, Thick rope and Sinker (Iron made weight).

Description: Itis actually a bigger cast net. Its mesh size is about 1.25 inches. Its opening
diameter is circular. It becomes progressively narrow from its opening and gets together in a center
point. It is 37-45 feet long and opening diameter is double the size. It has mainly three parts. It has
a large number of pockets in its opening which is locally called gai. Hereafter, gradually the next
parts are janga and mailna; and a 37 feet long thick rope is tied with its center point. Pockets (gai)
are 6 feet high and its diameter is highest also. Comparatively thick rope is used to make pockets
than other parts of the net, because more rubbing is occurred on bottom with this part of the net.
About 25-28 kilograms small pieces of iron made sinkers (iron made weights) are enclosed with the
pockets so that the net can reach under water quickly and make contact with the bottom. Net is
collected from Sunamganj, Sylhet and Dhaka.

Mode and place of Operation: At least two persons and a large size boat are needed to operate it.
It is placed slowly in the water and goes backward against current by the help of 2 sculls and the
net is hauled up on the boat by the help of the thick rope after 10-15 minutes later. Generally this
net is used from July to November.

Species caught: Generally rohu, catla, orange fin labeo, wallago, long-whiskered catfish, giant
river-catfish, mrigal, kuria labeo, river catfish, day's mystus, tank goby, zig-zag eel, begal loach,
indian river shad, elogate glass-perchlet and pool barb.
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5(3) Cast Net/ Utar Jal

Group name: Falling Net.

English name: Cast Net.

Local name in haor area: Utar Jal, Gaitya Utar,
Naia Utar.

Materials: Nylon net, Nylon rope, Thick ropes,
Sinker (Iron made weight), 2 Boats and 1 Machan.

Description: It is actually a bigger cast net, mesh size is about 1.5 inches, and opening diameter is circular. It
becomes narrow from its opening and gets together in a center point. It is 67-90 feet long and opening
diameter is double the figure. It has mainly three parts. It has a large number of pockets in its opening which is
locally called gai, next parts are janga and mailna; and a 90-105 feet long thick rope is tied with center point.
Pockets (gai) are 6.75 feet high and its diameter is highest also. Comparatively thick rope is used to make
pockets, because more rubbing is occurred on bottom with this part of the net. About 30 kilograms small
pieces of iron made sinkers (iron made weights) are enclosed with the pockets so that the net can reach under
water quickly on to the bottom. Net is collected from Sunamganj, Sylhet and Dhaka.

Mode and place of Operation: Four persons are needed to operate this net. Two medium size boats are
attached (its length direction) with each other maintaining a distance of about 2 feet by a machan which is
locally called habum. It becomes about 60-75 feet long after attachment of two boats. It is placed slowly in the
water and goes backward against current by the help of 2 sculls. The net is pulled up on the boat about 10-15
minutes later after placing the net. Generally this net is used from July to November.
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6. Lantern Net/ Chabi Jal

Group name: Falling Net.

English name: Lantern Net.

Local name in haor area: Jhap Jal, Chabi
Jal.

Materials: Nylon net, Nylon rope and
Bamboo.

Description: It is a funnel shaped gear. Its
mesh size is about 0.6 inches and its height

Haor region within CBRMP's working area

is about 9-12 feet. A circular frame is formulated with a piece of bamboo slice of which the opening
diameter is 4.5-6 feet. A piece of 9-10.5 feet long narrow bamboo pole is taken and about half of its
lower portion is sliced into 4 arms and made smooth. A conical structure is formulated by bending
these 4 arms at edges with the circular shape. Net is surrounded in the inner part of the conical
shape. And a slip-knot is created on the other edge of the net with rope from where the fish is

collected.

Mode and place of Operation: It is operated upon the boat. It is operated mainly in the shallow
water. It is thrown by gripping its handle but the handle is on holding during it is thrown in the water.
One person is needed to operate it, but advantage is added if two persons operate it.

Species caught: Generally big species are caught by it, such as rohu, catla, mrigal, orange fin

labeo, wallago, snakehead murrel, giant snakehead etc.
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7(1) Drag Net/ Tana Jal

Group name: Dragged Net.

English name: Drag Net/Dredge Net.

Local name in haor area: Tana Jal.

Materials used: Net, Nylon/Plastic rope and Bamboo.

Description: Rectangular; itis 12 feet long and 7.5 feet high (Maximum). Its mesh size varies
between 0.1-0.5 inches. Thick ropes are attached with its four border lines by hemming. Four
corners of net are tied at edges of 7.5 feet long two bamboo sticks separately by ropes. This net
structure is seen as a goal post of a football field.

Mode and place of Operation: It is used mainly in the shallow water during starts of rainy season
and beginning of dry season. Two persons are needed to operate this net. They grip these 2
bamboos separately at a time, immerse under the water vertically and haul forward for a while
(about 5-10 minutes) and then pull up from water and fish is collected. It stays slanting during
operation.

Species caught: Small fish species are entrapped, such as barb, large razorbelly minnow,
gora-chela, mola carplet, cotio, highfin glassy perchlet, indian glassy fish, elongate glass-perchlet
shrimps etc.
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7(2) Drag Net/ Ichar Jal

Group name: Dragged Net.

English name: Drag Net/Dredge Net.

Local name in haor area: Ichar Jal/ Ram Jal.

Materials: Nylon net, Nylon rope, Bamboo, 2 pieces of Brikey or Stone and 300 feet long thick ropes.

Description: It is a triangular net with 0.024 inches mesh is used to prepare this net. Both edges are hemmed
with thick ropes. Both of 2 ground adjoin arms are 6-7.5 feet long and ground arm is 5.25-6 feet in dimension.
3 pieces of narrow bamboo sticks are bent with each other as triangular shape so that an elongated handle is
created behind the structure. Edges of net are bent with the triangular shape structure using nylon twine. 2
pieces of same weight stones or bricks are tied with the ground adjoin arms maintaining a distance of about 1
foot from ground. Two pieces of ropes about 6 feet long are tied with the ground adjoint arms at 1 foot high
from the ground and about 8 feet long rope is tied with the top corner of the two side sticks and finally 3 free
edges are tied together. One edge of a 300 feet long thick nylon rope is tied at the joint of the three ropes and
other edge is tied with the boat. The completed net shape looks like a push net. It can be prepared by
collecting net from Sunamganj.

Mode and place of Operation: Two persons are needed to operate this net. One edge of a thick rope is tied
with a bamboo pole which is fixed on bottom under the water. Hereafter, the net is placed slowly in the water
after chasing the total length of the thick ropes and go back again at the starting point with the help of scull.
Due to attachment of sinkers (weights), its ground arm reaches to the bottom. One person pull up the net on
the boat by dragging and other person keeps the boat in balance by the help of scull. Generally it can be
operated at the maximum water depth; it is operated from the starts of rainy season and continues up to starts
of dry season.

Species caught: Mainly prawn is caught by this gear. Other species are indian glassy fish and elongate
glass-perchlet.
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7(3) Drag Net/ Para Jal

Group name: Dragged Net.

English name: Drag Net/Dredge Net.

Local name in haor area: Kodi Jal, Koti Jal, Para Jal, Horhori Jal, Horhoira Jal.

Materials: Nylon net, Nylon rope, Thick rope, Floating (made of sponge or plastic), Sinker (iron made weight), Pieces of
bamboo.

Description: It is a rhombus shaped gear, mesh size varies between 0.5-0.55 inches, rectangular opening is 22 feet long
and 12 feet wide. It is prepared attaching pieces of nets, upper and lower borders are tide with thick ropes, floats and sinkers
(weights) are attached with its upper and lower border respectively. Floats are attached with 3 feet distance in each and
sinkers of about 2 kilograms are attached closely. Two pieces of 1.5 feet long bamboo sticks are tied with the basement of
two border lines to maintain a gap between the mentioned border lines. About 300 feet long thick ropes are bent with both
the two corners of the net. Besides this, two pieces of 4.5-6 feet long bamboo pieces are tied of its one edge with both the
thick ropes maintaining a distance of about 7.5 feet which helps keeping the balance the net..

Mode and place of Operation: A boat is needed to operate; thick rope is tied with a bamboo pole which is fixed on bottom
under water. The whole net is placed slowly into the water after chasing the total length of thick ropes and going back from
the starting point with the help of scull. Weights consisting border line reaches the bottom and floats remain submersed
when whole net is placed into water. Hereafter, two persons pull up the net on the boat by dragging and collect fish. It is
operated during July-October in haor area; and up to April in the river in a depth of about 7.5-45 feet. Generally it is operated
from dawn to 12:00 pm to catch fishes.

Species caught: Barred spiny eel, lesser spiny eel, zig-zag eel, loach, bengal loach, dwarf gourami, banded gourami, giant
snakehead, snakehead murrel, spotted snakehead, prawn, tiny prawn, kerala mystus, stripped dwarf cat fish, freshwater
garfish, gangetic leaffish and highfin glassy perchlet, indian glassy fish, elongate glass-perchlet are caught in the beel and
haor. Long-whiskered catfish, giant river catfish, day's mystus, wallago, zig-zag eel, kerala mystus and prawn are caught in
the river.
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8(1) Set Bag Net/ Bhar Jal

Group name: Fixed Net.

English name: Fixed Set Bag Net.

Local name in haor area: Bhar Jal/ Bor Jal.
Materials: Nylon net, thick Nylon rope and Bamboo.

Description: It is a rectangular shaped net and its mesh varies between 0.6-1.5 inches. Thick rope
is hemmed with both the two opposite border lines which are considered as front part of the net and
extra rope is set aside also with those 2 ropes to tie with the bamboo poles. These two edges are
tied with the four bamboo poles above water surface for 3-4.5 feet maintaining a distance of about
12-15 feet from each other. Another two pieces of bamboo, 15 feet long are tied with the frontal
edge-rope near each angle of the net which is locally called khar. Two platforms (locally called
habum or machan) are made at both sides of the net structure. Net is operated by the help of khar
standing upon these platforms. Thick ropes are also hemmed with each edge of other two sides
which are flexible so that these two sides can be narrow as required. The length dimension of front
side remains 60-70 feet and width becomes in half of total length in setting condition. A complete
net shape is similar to a bag. Net is collected from local market of Sunamganj and Sylhet and
Dhaka also.

Mode and place of Operation: It is used against current only. Three persons and 1-2 boats are
needed to operate the gear. Net is placed in the waterbody on bottom contact holding it's behind
the khar and it is pulled up on boat by the help of the khar after 10-15 minutes.

Species caught: Especially kuria labeo; reba, rohu, mrigal, orange fin labeo, wallago, catla are
entrapped also by this gear.
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8(2) Set Bag Net/ Gor Jal

Group name : Fixed Net.

English name : Fixed Set Bag Net.

Local name in haor area : Gor Jal.

Materials : Nylon rope, Numbers of bamboo pieces,
2 pieces of bana, Plastic papers and a boat.

Description: It is a rectangular shaped gear; its mesh

sizeis abouto.5inches, its maximum length and

width is about 22-30 feet and 12-27 feet in dimension.

Fishers enlarge or shorten its length according to the

situation (size of canal) of the waterbody. Thick ropes

are attached with its four border lines by hemming

and extra ropes are set aside in its four corners to tie

with bamboo structure. Two bamboo poles are fixed in )
the earth to maintain a maximum distance about 1 Backward view
footatthebothsidesofcanaland numbersof

bamboo poles are fixed behind the two fixed poles in

two rows maintaining a distance about 4.5 feet of which the breadth is gradually increased. Platform is made on its
both sides about 4.5 feet above of water surface which is used as net operation place; but this platform is absent in
some structures. Hereafter, four borders of the net are tied with the bamboo structure to platform direction inner side
of the structure, as a result bottom of the net reaches on the bottom of the waterbody, frontal border makes contact
with earth and a path is created for movement of fish. To ensure the water flow through the opening of net, two banas
are fixed in front of the structure as ('V') shape. Some persons use plastic papers to ensure the whole water flow. A
small size boat is reserved with its back side to keep in the caught fishes.

Mode and place of Operation: It is fixed in the mouth of the beel adjoin canal during December-March against
current when water goes back through the canal. Fishes are entrapped in the net during created a current when
water goes to the down stream from the beel and fishers collect fishes from the net by hauling up the rope which was
kept under the net in the water. At least two persons are needed to operate this net.

Species caught: All species which come through the current are caught.
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8(3) Set Bag Net/ Bandor Jal

Group name: Fixed Net.

English name: Fixed Set Bag Net.

Local name in haor area: Bandor Jal/ Saitan
Jal.

Materials: Nylon net, thick Nylon ropes, 6-10
pieces of Bamboo poles and 2 boats.

Description: It is a rectangular shaped net

anditsmeshsizevariesfrom2.0t02.5

inches. Bothofitsfourborderlinesare

hemmed with thick nylon or plastic ropes and

additional ropes are also kept to bend with the bamboo poles. The net is set across the river. First of all,
sites are selected, two bamboo poles are fixed in one bank of the river and the ropes of the two corners
are bent with the poles and other corners are kept in free. 8-10 pieces of 500 gram size stones are also
enclosed with its both lengths border lines to sink the net in the water and makes contact with bottom as
horizontal line. Net is collected from Sunamganj, Sylhet, Bhairabh, Kishoreganj and Dhaka.

Mode and place of Operation: The net is set in calm or slight current water. At least 8 persons and 2
boats are needed to operate the gear. The net is placed in the water by making loose and pull it up by
hauling and fish is collected. About 1 hour is needed to complete a fishing task. It is possible to operate
in 15 feet and more depth.

Species caught: Mostly wallago, kuria labeo, long whiskered catfish, giant river-catfish, reba, rohu,
catla, mrigal and orange fin labeo.
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8(4) Set Bag Net/ Basta Jal

Group name: Fixed Net.

English name: Fixed Set Bag Net.

Local name in haor area: Basta Jal (Shavar
jal).

Materials: Nylon net, thick Nylon ropes, 2
Bamboo plates, numbers of Bamboo poles
and 1 Boat

Description: More or less conical shaped net.

Itsmouthisrectangularbutitbecomes

hexagonalwhenitissetandtwo vertical

bamboo plates help to keep it open. A cotton

bag or nylon bag is connected loosely at the

end of the net from where fish is collected. Its mesh size varies from its opening to the bag area.
Mesh sizes are bigger (1-1.5 inch) of its opening and become smaller progressively to the bag area
(0.2-0.4 inch). Opening diameter varies from 40-120 ft and length is also 75-120 ft. Net is collected
from Sunamganj, Sylhet, Bhairabh, Kishoreganj and Dhaka.

Mode and place of operation: The net is set in submersed against the current near the bank of a
river or in the canal (locally called khara) which is connected with the river where water flow is
present. Two bamboo plates are tied vertically with its mouth. Another 5 more bamboo poles are
also used to keep safe from the intensity of current. Fishes come in favor of water flow and enter
into the net and gatherin cotton bag or net (fine mesh size zone) in the back edge; then the
operator collects them. It is mentioned that cotton or nylon made bag is used in the net which is set
in the river and bag is absent for which is used in the canal (locally called khara) in haor area. This
net is not seen when it is set but its thick rope is sighted only from the water surface.

Species Caught: All the species are entrapped in the net.
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8(5) Set Bag Net/ Dera Jal

Group name: Fixed Net.

English name: Fixed Set Bag Net.

Local name in haor area: Dera Jal, Laf Jal.
Materials: Net, Thick nylon rope and Bamboo.

Description: Rectangular; it is 30-75 feet long and 6-9 feet wide (Maximum). Its mesh size varies
between 0.3-0.6 inches. Thick ropes are attached with its four border lines by hemming. Bamboo
slices or narrow bamboo poles are fixed laterally on the bottom of water between two series of rows
maintaining a distance about 4-6 feet. Distance between two poles in a row is 3-4 feet; Height of
every slice is 4-6 feet; height of the poles depends on the depth of water; however it is usually
about 4-6 feet. Hereafter, net is placed on the top of the two series of poles for gaining curve shape
between the two series of rows and the curve shape reaches near water bed.

Mode and place of Operation: Some minor obstacles are fixed under the net in the water with the
intention that fish will jump on their normal movement and will drop on the net. After a while fishes
are collected from the trap. 1 person is enough to operate the net.

Species caught: Different types of barb, walking snakehead, large razorbelly minnow, gora-chela
and cotio.
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9. Skimming Net/ Lewa Jal

Group name: Clasp Net.

English name: Skimming Net.

Local name in haor area: Lewa Jal.
Materials: Nylon net, thick Nylon rope, 2
piecesofbambooslice,1/2piecesof
half-brike and a boat.

Description: Perpendicular, mesh size about

1.5 inches, 15-17 feet long two bamboo slices

are penetrated through the upper and lower

mouth borders completely and both of two

edges of slices are closely tied with ropes

maintaining a 4 inches gape between both

ends. 1/2 pieces of half a brick are enclosed with the middle of the lower border line to sink it in the
water and make contact with the bottom. Along rope is also attached with where bricks are
enclosed. Net is collected from the market of Derai and Patharia in Sunamganj District.

Mode and place of Operation: It is used in October-November when current is there in the river.
Gear user stands upon the edge of boat against current; weight enclosed border line is immersed in
the water and grips the other border line with rope and other person goes forward by the help of a
scull. Fish are entrapped during movement against current and gear user feels a tension through
the rope when fish tries to escape from this. The gear user closes the two mouth border lines by
pulling the rope and lift up instantly on the boat and collects fish.

Species caught: Mainly 99% orange fin labeo is caught and other species are long whiskered
catfish, giant river-catfish, wallago and kuria labeo.
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Building material of fishing gear, trap etc.

Different types of instruments in different areas are used for fishing all over
Bangladesh. Name of these instruments as well as their building material differ
with different area. Earlier different types of natural material like bamboo, wood,
cane, katha (fibre of coconut tree) fibre of palm tree branches, date tree root, jute
fibre is used as building material of fishing trap and gear. But, now, different
artificial material is available and is used for making fishing instrument. Sunamgan;
area which is full of haor, baor, beel have different types of fishing instrument.
Descriptions of some of the building material of these instruments are given
bellow:
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Thick Nylon rope Nylon twine Thick Plastic rope

Mosquito net Mosquito net Cane slice
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