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,Managmg_mangroves: : 'y
_:.1.. E:Mangroves are trees thatican/growjinfsaltiwater; where’t*lgle landimeets the‘_s"ga. There are abput'B'O "
- different species of mangrove;sf;in Selomon Islandsj@nelof the largest mangrove areas tb‘elc!ount_ry

is in South Malaita, coveringjWest Ireare =Yolololn} _M'ararﬁasike Passage and RaroisuiujBayAlhese

. o .ﬁ.# ogle ‘l,
mangrove forests are a vitalfsourcelofifood andicashiforicoastal communities. Mangreveiforests can

be prolt‘e‘cted by controllingjthelcutting and clea'ﬁm@' ofitrees, respectingifishing clggtre's, properly
disposing plastic waste,andirethinkingiand enforcingagreements with'logging companies.

— ;e Y o : TS
el L T AR

Many communities manage their mangrove resources by temporarily T 5 ) e ,_‘ T 8 . ‘ | Mud crabs are an important source of income for people in South Malaita.
closing an area. Sticks are placed at the entry of the channels. Banning . X E s . TN | 1 e The crabs are caught in the mangroves and transported to markets as far

fishing for a specific period is an effective way to protect marine Wil o B TR R as Honiara. The best way to safeguard this important fishery is to avoid
resources. R L L o T e s | | harvesting undersized crabs and to ban taking female crabs with eggs.
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Mangrove forests protect the coast. In areas where mangroves have been
cleared, damage from cyclones is often much more severe.

The mangrove forests of South Malaita are customary owned. In general,
people can use the mangrove resources for subsistence, but commercial
harvesting requires the permission of the land owners. Customary
institutions remain strong in Are‘are, providing a foundation for the
sustainable management of mangroves.

A great number of taboo sites are located in the mangrove forests of South
Malaita. This shows how important mangroves are in the culture and history
of the Are’are people.
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L N6 The clearance of mangroves by logging companies to construct log
ponds poses a threat for this important ecosystem, and endangers

the livelihoods and food security of coastal communities.
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